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The Mountain Democrats published bimonthly by the
Democratic Clubs of Eastern Madera and Maripoga

Counties which are affiliated with the California Spread the Good Cheer!
Democratic Council, and is distributed to all current
members of those clubs. For a membership application [see
the inside back cover of this newsletter.

COMING EVENTS CONTACT US

June 2005 CDC Central Area South VP
Jery Lacayo: 209-742-7891

Jun. 4: Oakhurst Club Meeting
Yosemite Gateway Region
Jun 9: Lex Bufford Bar-B-Q Jim Landis: 209-966-4894

Presenting the Most Beautiful Sticker
Jun 11: Mariposa Club Meeting Mariposa Democratic Club Ever to Grace a Bumper!
209-966-3367

Jun. 17-19CDC Convention
San Bernardino Oakhurst Democratic Club Yours for a meager $1-OO-
559-658-2342

July 2005

July 2: Oakhurst Club Meeting

Available at club meetings or by calling:

July 9: Mariposa Club Meeting

Newsletter/Web Page Editor Jery Lacayo 209-742-7891 or
Scott Hill: 559-658-2342 Scott Hill 559-658-2342

For more information about our Democratic Clubs and
Democratic happenings around the state and nation dpen
your trusty web browser and visit our web page at:

YosemiteDems.net




Phil Angelides Speaks to Local Democrats
by Ellie Schermerhorn

Angelides with congressional candidate Lex Bufford and
MCDCC Chair Susan Rowe

The Madera County Democratic Central Committee and over 100
enthusiastic Democrats feted State Treasurer and gubernatorial
candidate Phil Angelidesn Saturday, May 21st. The celebration
took place at Edgar’s Italian Restaurant in Madera.

After visiting all tables and introducing himself to each of the
faithful, Angelides addressed the luncheon crowd with a pull-no-
punches critique of our current governor, speaking of California as
the “richest state in the wealthiest nation in human history, yet
we’re 48th out of 50 states in student achievement, and we have a
Governor who wants to cut $15,000 out of every public school
classroom.” He was particularly concerned about the Governor’s
attacks on teachers, nurses and firemen.

Angelides talked about a “high road to prosperity” versus the

Angelides Speaks to Local Democrats (Continued)

governor’s current path in a “race to the bottom”. He’s firmly
committed to protecting and strengthening education, and received
an enthusiastic response for his proposal to make preschool
available to every four-year-old in the State.

The treasurer highlighted local investment programs implemented
during his term. These programs moved state investment funds to
community banks, helping to provide loans to small businesses and
awarding grants to promote responsible development.

Angelides stated that the “wealthiest Californian’s should pay the
same tax rates as they did under Republican Governors Ronald
Reagan and Pete Wilson.”

In her introductionpolitical activist Gail Mcintyre reminisced
about 1991 when Angelides was made Chair of the California
Democratic Party. During his term, he opened more than 100 local
campaign offices and registered over a million new Democratic
voters. These efforts paid off when in 1992, California became the
first state in the country to elect two women to the UnitedeStat
Senate and Bill Clinton became the first Democrat to carry
California in 28 years.

In addition to hearing from the Treasurer, local Democrat and
California Democratic Council activistGinny Terrell was
awarded recognition with th&rassroots Spirit Award” for her
significant contributions to the Democratic cause in Madera
County.

We thank MCDCC chairwoman Susan Rowe, her board and many
assistants for all the effort that went into making this eveniga
success!
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Oakhurst Democratic
Club
P.O. Box 760
Oakhurst, Ca. 93644
559-658-2342

Visit YosemiteDems.net for the latest Club info!

Club Sets Goals in “Air Your Views” Session

If you don’t know where you're going, you'll never get there.
With this realization, the Oakhurst club dedicated its April 2nd
meeting to defining what the members want to accomplish over the
next year.

Led by Ginny Terrell and Jim Landis, members brainstormed on
priorities. Three primary objectives were agreed upon: 1)
Growing the club (including minority outreach, youth outreach,
and improved visibility); 2) Getting out the vote; and 3)

Improving fundraising. These goals will help guide club officers
over the next year, and will be revisited in 3 — 6 months to track
progress.

Officer Election on June 4th

John Cameron and Bernice Stiner, members of the nominating
committee, presented a proposed slate of officers at the May 7th
meeting. These officers, if elected, would assume their
responsibilities on July 1st. The proposed slate includes Ginny
Terrell for President, Billie Cavin for Vice President, S¢titt for
Secretary/Treasurer, and Clariss Cassin and Ed Bailey for
Members at Large.

Our Sincere Thanks
Bob Odell and Monika Moulin will be stepping down from their

Oakhurst Democratic Club (continued)

positions as President and Vice President. During their terms, the
club has grown from 10 to almost 90 members, developed a
website, executed an extremely successful get out the vote
campaign, participated in award-winning floats, registered
numerous voters, and had a strong presence at the local fairs. We
are grateful for their efforts and look forward to their continued
participation and wise counsel to the club!

Steve Westly Contest — We Lost But We Still Won!

Democratic State Controller, Steve Westly, ran a contest giving
$5,000 to the Democratic club proposal that showed the best
potential for organizing efforts through the use of technology.
Although the excellent proposal submitted by our consortium of
local clubs didn’t win, it still got us plenty of attention, including a
free high-powered computer and the prospect of being “adopted”
by another strong Democratic club (perhaps Santa Clara).

The objective of our proposal-the formation of a Yosemite
Gateway Democratic Office-is slowly becoming a realitithwhe
space donated by Jery Lacayo of the Mariposa Democratic Club,
and the devotion of a lot of sweat equity by Ginny Terrell. Stay
tuned on how our Oakhurst, North Fork, Mariposa, and Coarsegold
clubs are going to work together to grow Democrats in the
mountains!

July and August Meetings — OI' Kettle Restaurant at 9:00AM

Speakers for our July 2nd and August 6th meetings are still under
development. Some ideas we’re working on are local organic
farming, media in politics, restoring Hetch Hetchy, and
reproductive choice

For more information, call Ellie or Scott at 559-658-2342, or
Visit YosemiteDems.net for the latest Club info!
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Oakhurst Club Defines Goals
by Ginny Terrell

Every now and then it's a good idea to look at where we are, and
where we want to go. It doesn't matter if it's your personaj lif
career, or in our case - the club. Toward that end Jim Landis and
Ginny Terrell had a "Goal Setting” session at the April meeti
with the Oakhurst club. The idea was to find out how we can make
our club better, more inviting and visible, while still having a good
time. We weren't trying to cure all the world's ills, but rathe
trying to figure out how we as a club could make a difference. As
one of our members reminded us, "Think globally, act locally".

The response was very positive, with ideas ranging from
identifying candidates for local office to putting up a "greeting”
sign at the front of the restaurant. From writing letters tcetheor

and speaking out in general, to developing a club at the local high
school. After everyone had their say, the members voted on which
items should be the top three to work on over the next six months.
Our savvy group came up with some real winners: Our top priority
will be to "Grow the Club”, through minority outreach, youth
outreach and improving visibility. Next in importance (if there is a
special election) is "Get Out the Vote". And finally, "Fund
Raising", the mother's milk of any organization.

The other items won't be forgotten. We'll take a look at them

periodically and work on them as we can. But now we have an idea
of where we need to go. The next thing is to figure out how to get
there...

$ % /% 0.1 )



Itis

July 1st begins our new Club year and we're
greedy — we want each and every one of you
back! Not so greedy is our low, low membership
fee of only$5.0Q

Such a deal!

Save vyour Club 37¢ by
completing this super short
form and sending in your dues
today!

Name (s)

Address

Phone

E-Mall

Mail to Oakhurst Democratic Club
P.O. Box 760, Oakhurst, Ca. 93644

THANK YOU!

FLOAT FOR RENT

Our giant, bodacious, and otherwise totally big, splashy an
wonderful float is for rent! Tell your friends and relations.
For information call Jery Lacayo

Come to our meetings
Says Mortimer Mouse,
Forget about cooking,
And please bring your spouse!




AARP Views on Social Security Reform
by Ellie Schermerhorn

With the debate about changes in Social Security raging, the
Oakhurst club sought out the opinions of one of the most vocal

groups on this issue, the American Association of Retired Persons.

The AARP Sacramento office was kind enough to refer us to Dan
Downey, Advocacy Volunteer for their association, and he
addressed us at our May 7th meeting.

Dan was clear that AARP is a vocal opponent of the “carve outs”
that go by many different names: privatization, personalization,
private accounts or personal accounts. They would hurt the
financial health of Social Security and pose a threat to the
retirement security of millions of Americans and their fa@sili
AARP doessupport the enhancement of options such as Individual
Retirement Accounts and other tax deferred retirement accounts.

Dan discussed another proposal supported by AARP: an increase

in the cap on taxable wages from $90,000 to $140,000. Although
Dan acknowledged this was “quite a leap”, AARP feels it is
necessary for the solvency of the system.

AARP Views on Social Security Reform (continued)

Currently, the Social Security trust fund is invested 100% in
guaranteed government bonds, sometimes disparagingly called
“IOUs”. (Author’s note: | hope no one tells the countries who are
funding our deficit by buying these bonds that they are “worthless
IOUs”, as the President has implied). AARP would like to see a
modest diversification of the Social Security trust fund
investments. Their suggestion is that a portion of the fund be
invested in a total market index fund. By investing in an index
fund, which may over time provide a higher yield, the fund would
have anopportunity to earn a higher return, yet no one person
would suffer if the yield were lower than the bond yield. In other
words, as we learned in the last newsletter about health insurance,
this “pooled risk” would help spread the burden if the bet turns out
wrong, and no individual would suffer a catastrophic loss of
benefits.

Two proposals, which AARP opposes, are a reduction in the cost
of living indexing currently in place for benefits, and an increase i
the Social Security retirement age.

The debate is far from over. Dan encouraged us to keep voicing
our opinions to our elected officials. Although we sometimes feel
our efforts are fruitless, these representatives do take noke of t
positions of those who elect them.



There's a Right Way to Elect Our Public Officials
By Vincent Lavery

It is an oxymoron to suggest that any nation that has what appears
to be little more than a one-party system can be described as a
democracy.

As Bee Editorial Page Editor Jim Boren pointed out in a column
after the November 2004 elections, 153 partisan races in California
— Assembly, state Senate and Congress — were "contested, yet
every one of them went the way the politicians had determined in
the redistricting process" two years earlier.

No Partisan Politics

| have a neutral solution free of all partisan politics. In cngati
districts, boundary lines drawn under the concept known as the
straight edge approach, start at the Oregon border and move south,
county by county, until the required number for a given political
district is reached.

For example, the law currently requires 639,075 people for a
congressional district, plus or minus 2%. Under the straight edge
approach, the First Congressional District would be comprised of
the 13 northernmost counties in California. The second district
would be the next four complete counties and so on.

The three primary objectives of the straight edge approach Bre:
Keep entire counties within an electoral district, Assemblye sta
Senate or Congress when possible; (2) Create a district within
given county when possible; and (3) Create political districts
within city boundaries when possible.

This proposal borrows from the suggestion of state Sen. Chuck
Poochigian of Fresno that two Assembly districts be created inside
each state Senate district, a concept referred to as "nesiimg."
creates more political camaraderie between the two Assembly
members and the state senator.

There's a Right Way to Elect Our Public Officials (continued)

Again, when a county or city has a population that exceeds the
minimum number for a particular district, that county or city would
automatically have that district within its boundaries. For example
Los Angeles County, with a population of 9.54 million, under the
straight edge approach would have 15 congressional districts, all
within the county lines and, as far as possible, laid out on a north-
south-east-west grid.

That is to say, they would not look like salamanders or the
strangely shaped districts we now have. Other than the obvious
benefits of taking the unfairness out of the present redistricting
system and allowing for competitive races, the straight edge
approach offers the following advantages.

It would save tax dollars. The redrawing every 10 years could be
accomplished by the secretary of state's staff, probably irHass
five working days.

Interest groups within the political districts would be strengthened
in pursuing their overlapping interests.

The straight edge approach is easily adaptable to each new census.

Interested? Let your elected officials know you support the straight
edge approach.

Vincent Lavery was a delegate for John Edwards at the 2004
Democratic Party national convention and co-chair for the Kerry-

Edwards campaign in Fresno County 2004. His e-mail address is
vjlavery@yahoo.com.



Meet & greet your next
Congressman

JAMES LEX BUFFORD
Democrat, 18
Congressional District
Representingyour
Interests

Thursday, June 9 ™
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Bar-B-Q
Backstreet Bar and Grill

1930 Howard Road #1

Madera
559 -673 -1638

Music by Ace Cowden & Friends

Suggested donation $15

Tickets available in advance or at the door
For more information call 674-3700 or 662-1099

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Annual Dues are $5.00 per person
(Mariposa lifetime membership is $100)

Today’s Date:

Mariposa Club: or Oakhurst Club:

New Member: or Renewal:

How did you find out about us?

Name:

Mailing Address:

City: State: ZIP:

Telephone: ( )

E-Mail: Fax:

Supervisorial District (if known):

Name:

Mailing Address:

City: State: ZIP:

Telephone: ( )

E-Mail: Fax:

Supervisorial District (if known):

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Please mail form and check payable to:

Mariposa Democratic Club or Oakhurst Democratic Club

5409 Tip Top Road PO Box 760
Mariposa, CA 95338
(209) 966-3367 (559) 658-2342

Oakhurst, CA 93644



